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Training Overview

Purpose and Requirements of the Synar Coverage Study

• Location of sampled census tracts

• Use of maps

• Confirmation inspections of outlets

• Complete and submit data collection forms

• Some challenges and their solutions

Fieldwork

Q&A



Purpose and Requirements of the Study

SAMHSA only permits the use of a list 
frame if it provides adequate coverage 

When tested for coverage, a list must contain at least 80% 
of all tobacco outlets in the state

• This means that for every 10 tobacco outlets found in the 
field, at least eight must be included on the list from 
which the annual Synar sample is drawn

This coverage study will independently 
confirm that North Carolina’s list frame 
does contain 80% of all tobacco outlets

Independent means that the list itself will 
not be used during the conduct of the 

coverage study



Purpose and Requirements of the Study

• Census Tracts:

• are small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions of a county or equivalent entity

• have a population size between 1,200 and 8,000 people, with an optimum size of 4,000 people

• usually covers a contiguous area

• boundaries generally follow visible and identifiable features

• state and county boundaries

• roads

• waterways

• railways

• utility easements



Purpose and Requirements of the Study

SAMHSA recommends a 
sample of areas that are 
expected to contain 130 to 
200 outlets

Within North Carolina’s 100 
counties, census tracts are 
randomly selected.

However, for this training, census 
tracts were selected within your 
provider areas.

North Carolina’s coverage 
study training program 
expects to contain 
approximately 160+ outlets

Those outlets found in the 
field will then be “cross-
walked” with the North 
Carolina ECCO outlet list to 
determine if they can also 
be found on the outlet list



Purpose and Requirements of the Study

Because it now uses a more efficient 
list frame, North Carolina conducts 
its coverage study every 3 years and 
submits an additional Appendix as 
part of its annual Synar reporting. 
This is the Appendix filed for the 
initial coverage study.



Fieldwork

• SAMHSA’s general field procedures: 

• Use accurate maps that include the boundaries and streets of the 
census tract

• For each census tract, map a route to follow so that every street or 
other location (e.g., parks and recreational facilities) to ensure finding 
all outlets

• Carefully check the eligibility of each potential outlet by determining 
whether tobacco products are sold and whether the outlet is accessible 
to youth 

• In high density areas with large buildings or other types of 
complexes, it may be necessary to check throughout the entire 
complex (malls, recreational areas, campuses, etc.) to identify 
tobacco outlets

• When the canvassing is completed, the field worker should make a final 
check that all routes and locations on the map have been covered and 
all necessary information about the identified outlets has been 
gathered and prepared for transmission



Fieldwork • Use of Maps

• The objective of a coverage 
study is to travel and observe all 
streets in selected census tracts 
in order to find and identify all 
tobacco outlets

• Maps will be provided to 
support the fieldwork

• Maps will provide sufficient 
street-level detail

• One map in each set of three 
has been pre-screened using:

• Census TIGERweb mapping

• Google maps with 
transportation and 
topography layers

• suggested travel routes and 
waypoints

• Canvassers are not 
allowed to possess the 
tobacco outlet list from 
which the Synar sample is 
drawn



Fieldwork

Google Maps - Rural Google Maps - Urban

We recommend canvassers contact Growth Partners prior to entering the field if they have any questions 
regarding their maps. Questions are more easily answered prior to entering the field.



Fieldwork

• Suggested Travel Route

• “Suggested” is just that – it is a 
suggestion

• The suggestions are 
based on a review of U.S. 
Census TIGERweb maps 
and Google Maps

• The goal of the 
suggestion is to identify 
areas that are likely 
locations of potential 
tobacco outlets

• Primary and 
secondary roads 
and their 
intersections, 
malls, strip malls, 
retail zones, etc.

• Eliminate areas that are 
unlikely areas that 
contain retail outlets

• Rural and 
agricultural lands, 
forests, little or no 
population

• Canvassers must use their 
judgement to determine if 
the suggested travel route 
is appropriate.



Fieldwork

• When in the interior of the census Tract, 
canvass both sides of street

• When on boundary of census tract, only 
canvass on the side of the street that lies in the 
interior of the census tract

• If possible, especially in urban areas, work in 
teams of two where one can drive and the 
other can navigate and observe



Fieldwork

• Following the map as a guide, you will drive the 
census tract while canvassing for potential 
outlets, such as:

• Gas stations

• Mini-markets

• Grocery stores

• Pharmacies

• Vape Shops

• Convenience Stores

• Tobacco Shops

• Canvass for all reasonable and potential outlets 
for tobacco



Fieldwork • Confirm Outlet Sells Tobacco Products

• When a potential  tobacco outlet is found it is 
important that it is confirmed

• Stop the vehicle and enter the outlet (if 
needed) to confirm:

1. The outlet sells tobacco products, and

2. The outlet is accessible to minors

• Both of the above must be true for it to be 
considered as a Synar outlet eligible for 
inspections. If you are not certain, record the 
outlet information and review Growth Partners

• Those not accessible to minors:

• Adult Entertainment

• Private Clubs



Fieldwork

• Let’s review several Census Tract Maps



Fieldwork



Fieldwork



Fieldwork



Fieldwork



Fieldwork

• Complete & Submit Data Collection Forms

• Immediately after confirming an outlet is 
eligible for inspection, complete the data 
collection form for that outlet

• The outlet information includes:

• County and Census Tract ID Number

• Name of the business

• Address of the business (123 Main St, 
Town Name)

• Other information that may be relevant 
to identifying this outlet on the list frame

• Take a photograph of the business that 
includes the business name/address if possible

• Label the photo with the business 
name/address

• Please start a new data collection form for 
each census tract



Fieldwork

• Submit the completed data 
collection forms

• How often data collection 
forms are submitted will 
be decided with Growth 
Partners. Options include:

• Daily

• Completion of the 
census tract

• Completion of the 
county

• Send to: jeff@growthpartners.llc



Fieldwork

• Some Challenges and their Solutions

• Boundary identification

• Get a sense of proportion for distance traveled on map versus 
traveled on the ground

• County lines: Look for signs indicating county lines, rivers, 
streams, brooks, etc.

• Ground circumstances

• While we have carefully planned your canvassing routes, we 
cannot anticipate every challenge and you may find the ground 
conditions merit a different route

• Review the ground conditions and adjust your path as 
needed to ensure coverage of all road segments. If 
possible, make minimal adjustments and then return to 
the planned pathway if possible.

• Contact support staff if needed.



Q&A

Contacts for Questions

Jeff Barr: 815.953.2069

jeff@growthpartners.llc

Larry Campbell: 919.493.2901

lcampbell@cam-bright.com

mailto:jeff@growthpartners.llc
mailto:lcampbell@cam-bright.com

